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Pertaps the best illustration of how liberty could work was derrated by the
relationship of John Adams and Thamlefferson. Indeedheir lives are intricately involved
with America asoth of themparticipateddesply in the founding of the country and they both
died ;0 the same day, July 4826, the nations official celebration of the proadiaation of the
Declardion of Independencesxacty 50 yearsafterthe natiohs birthday. God wanted to plze
an asterik, as it were, on their lives if we will but see it.

To see the deptto which liberty can go, we mustaagnize thatAdams was d&ederalist
and Jefferson as a DemocraRepublicanand bitter politicaffeuds developed around thidisp
Still even more ckepdy, Adams was a fervent Chtign, deeply committed to Christ and the
Bible. Jdferson, on the d¢ter land was morea son of the Enlightenmeniviich dened and
opposed God for theost part) though he maave been soethingof a Deistas at one point
he went so far as tattempt an malysis of the New Testametitat virtuallyremovel Jesus and
the miracloud The two parted ways for a time bwerereunited in friendship in 181®ith the
aid of Benjanin Rush afellow patiot and siger of the Detaration of Independencgndthey
lived the rest of their days as frienitlsspite of their very differentpolitical, philosophical and
religious beliés. We could learn something from these two men.

But let us turrour attention back to lilvgy, espeally how she is often daptedas”Lady
Liberty.” T h é&amoun df these is thetatue of Liberty on Ei$ Island, NewYork. There
are several plases asociated with thé&tatue of liberty, butthe mstrecgni zabl e i s
your tired, yur poor, your huddledmasses yearning o b r e a tThissquotercames ffom
Emma Lazars ' nst,0New Colossus She wrotethe poemfor an auction to rése the money
needed to buildhe pedesti upon whit the Sttue of Liberty row sits. Similar to Lincoln’ s
Gettysburg addressit firstthe poemwent vitually unnoticed andvas forgotten until the early
1900s and afterazars °  hjafreemd began a campaigo memoralize Lazaus and her New
Colossussonnet. The campagn succeeded and the poem @mvnmemorializel on a plaque
inside the pdestal of thetatue. Here is her poem:

The New Colossus
Not like the brazenignt d Greek fame,
With conquerindimbs astridérom land © land,;
Here atour seawashed, sunsettes shalltand
A mighty woman with a torch, wioseflame
Is the imprisonedightning, and hename
Mother ofExiles. From her beacemand
Glows worldwide welcame; he mild eyes command
Theair-bridged habor tat win cities frame
“Keep, a nyour storiedp ¢ @ mrie&Eshe
With silent lips.” Gré me your tired, your [,
Your huddled rasses yearnin@ breathe free,
The wretched refuse of youseimingshore
Send tlese, the homests, tempedbssed ® me,
[liftmylampbesi de t he gol den door!”
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It is in the picture of Libertyasalady who embaces all those who seek her wisdom and
shelter espemlly as we recall that so marfied from religious prsecutionin Europe and sought
liberty in America that we carperhapdook andfind Liberty' s place in proprsy.

As we approachhts picture in tle Sriptures, please keep in mind tvigw is advanced
as simplyone more theory about the boof Revelaion. You will have to, before God, decide
for yourselfif it has anyapplication to your life.

Clothed With the Sun
In the Revelation we find an interesting picturgalvn for usJohn wrote

“Now a greasign appeeed inheaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve $Res. 12:1)

When ondurns to commentarieand sichto find out what people think of this woman, we find
that historically nearlyall have concluded that she is eitherael or the Bride ofChrist. But
these do at line up wth what is said of herThe Child of this woman is ChrisRév. 125) but
she is dso sad to have othefoffspring, who keep the commandments of Goal have the
testimony of Jesus Christ(Rev. 12:17) The first desg@ition rules out the Bde of Christ
because the Bride cannot be the Mother of the Candtthe second desdimn rules aut Israel
because the followers of Judaisim not recognizdesus as the Messialso wecan imnediately
rule out tle traditional intgpretations ofthis prophecy.

If this usualinterpretation is incorrect andobviously it isincorrect— then who is this
womar? | wouldlike to suggest that we could call her LityerConsider:

1 Where the brd is, theras liberty. (2 Cor. 3:1y Many people bject to God
being called*He.” Indeed God transcends gender so the argumeniast
from its incepion. But there are reasons God ialled He butti must not be
overlooked that God madéem (plural, male and femde) in His (singufr)
likeness. Since God transcends dgmm male and fenha attibutes are
contained within His natureOf the seven spis d God (Isa. 11:24, Rev.
1:4, etc.), at least two are referred to ewmihine. Is ithot conceivable that a
concealed aspect of God might fm@phetcally described as a woman whom
we might now as we enter into the last the days, beamed & Liberty?

1 This woman- and nothing says thisas to be dpersor’ in fact, itis more a
spirit, a zeitgeist(spirit of the age), if you will- wasthe mother of the Child
who will rule all nationswith a rod of iron (Rev. 125) ThisChild grew and
knew nosin (2 Cor. 5:21)— He lived the liberty whichGod ofers to usin
Christ

1 This woman is said tohave other“offspring, [those] who keep the
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus CfRst. 12:17)
Theseare the same people who are aalte liberty but who are not to use
their liberty to indugjetheir flesh. (Gal. 5:13)



1 She is“clothedwith the suri. (Rev. 12:1) Another termfor the sun is‘the
light of the world? (Jn. 11:9) Jesusoth saidthatHe was that lightJn. 812)
and thatHis discipleswere the lightof the world. Mk. 5:14) Before they
gave in to sinAdam and Eve werelothed in lightbeing bothnaked and
unashamedfree (Gen. 3:67), a perfecipicture of the liberty to whit we are
called.

1 The moon is‘under her fet’ (Rev. 12:1) and in this regard, she is unique in
the Scripturess no one else is siraily described The moonwasthe light
given to rule by night(Psa. 136:9) and was appointed forsees. (Psa.
104:19) We know thathe Son of Ma was Lad even of te Sabkath. (Mt.
12:8) Days and times were undee tfeet of this Man who lied in liberty
from sin.

1 Upon this womanis head is a crown divelve stas. (Rev. 12:1) Though
many use this asnaindication that trg might belsraelbecause of the twelve
tribes,this is not the significance. Theelve stas do not pointo Israel, they
point to the number itself. EhHebrew yeaiis divided into twelve months
the Javish day divided into welve hours Israel had twelve ®ns whose
descendnts became twelveilbes and Jesuschose twelve disciples and
apostles totand as His witnesses of Higsurrection Twelve is the number
that speaks of Gds@ dection or choice. This woman is chosen dret
freedom taochooseds preserved in spite of the dégilassaults

Now we come to a dilemmalet us comparéwno parts of tle description of this woman:

“And she bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron.
And her Child was caught up to God and to tHi®ne. Then tke woman fled into
the wildernass,where she has a place prepared by Godt they should feed her
there one thousand two hundred and sixty dg{Rev. 12:56)

“Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he
persecuted the eman who gave bth to the male Child.But the womanwas
given two wings of a great eagle, that she mijhinto the wilderness to her
place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the
presence of the serperto the serpent sved water oudf his mouth like a flood
after thewoman, that he might cause her to be carried awayebfidbd. But the
earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the
flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mou#nd the dragon wa
enraged with the woman, @ine wentto make war with the rest of her offspring,
who keep thecommandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
(Rev. 12:B-17)

How you will interpret this prophecy depends on



1) whenyou believe the eVil was or will be“cast to the eén” and wken you
believethe three and a Heyears poken of was or will be

2) what you believétheeartii and“the sedato represent;
3) where you believéthe wildeness to be.

Hereis precisely the trappo manyprophey progrosticatordall into. They da’'t know
so they guessBut here we have three powerfully basic questieméen what and where and
| personally cannot say | have received irson or revelation alt these threguestions |
can only say that | belve the Lord openedb the idantity of the woman aan aspect of Gothat
we might call Lady Liberty. “Shé is theinspiring spirit behind mankiné ongoing urge for
liberty and freedom.

We are left vith anotherquestion-is the eaglevings a portion of America™ the tme
in view, have weendured a separation of the dragon away frontetimd (a avil war?)and the
eaglewingsis the portion thaallows thewoman to flee tdthe wildernessfor three and a half
years?Is the currentvorldwide push toward arttorruptiontransparacy and populist seif
determinatiorin more nationalistigovernmerg going to produce aondition whereiriberty is
preserved and protected for a short tithe same time frame in which the Jews are allowed to
practice their sacrifices to YahwelOr is there some other interpagion not yet glimpsed?

Whatever interpretation ultimately proves to be ade,vee must recognize thdahe
rescues only temporary(three and a half years) and even while this womandserved in the
wildernesqRev. 12:14, the devil still wagesis war on the followers o€hrist(Rev. 12:17 and
thetwo beastssill rise from the sa and the eartlfRev. 13:111) We cannot suppose that God
is interested in preserving somecepive cultural notion of* Christianity at the expensef the
true way of following Christ and Goahich is Christ Himself(Jn. 14:6Rev. 14:3

So whee dees it leave us by not being able to fullys@out this prphecy? Right wher
we need to be. On the horns of ailemma of personalchoice. If liberty and personal
responsibity is the call upon evg follower of Christ, will we chooseot use ourliberty to
pursue truth and righteousness? will we usethis libetty to pursie the lusts of our flesh? Will
we join the dragon and usesapons of deception toield power over othes, to toy with their
minds and lives because our stadaae © supeior to theirs?

Chooseyou this day whom you will serve. Christ or Satan. There is no other choice.

Let he who has ears heatr.
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